LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS EAST ALABAMA (the “LWVEA”)
OBSERVER CORPS REPORT

MEETING SUMMARY:

NW AUBURN TASK FORCE, COUNCILWOMEN CONNIE FITCH TAYLOR PRESIDING

Boykin/Donahue Campus (400 Boykin Street)

Tuesday, September 10, 2019 6:00 p.m. CDT, with approximately 40 people attending

(Next Meeting: Tuesday, October 8, 2019)

For additional information contact:

Councilwomen Ms. Connie Fitch Taylor (334.704.3970) ctaylor@auburnalabama.org

I MAJOR TOPICS ADDRESSED:

A. August 13,2019, Meeting Summary:

1.

Strategic Plan: Councilwomen Taylor presented the Task Force’s goals or Team
objectives, of which there are 16. Slogan is “We Will Never Move Forward, if We
Keep Looking Back” (attached, 1 pg.). Attendees are encouraged to sign up for one
or more of 16 teams on the list.

Joint Use of the Boykin Center medical center and library: Councilwoman and
others stressed the importance of creating a library at the Boykin Center for use by
students, possibly sharing space with the medical center given lack of other suitable
space at the Boykin Community Center.

. Property Development: Neighborhood property owners encouraged to self-develop

their property rather than sell to nonresidents.

Youth Probation Project: Meeting with Judge McLaughlin [sic] to encourage
judgements to include having youth and young adults join the Task Force for work
and education related assignment. May require establishing 501.¢.3.

. 2020 Census: The importance of everyone participating in the 2020 Census was

emphasized.

B. September 10, 2019, Meeting Summary:

j

Fall Festival: Councilwomen Taylor commented that she has reserved Martin Luther
King (the “MLK”) Park for a Fall Festival on October 26™. The celebration will be
oriented towards children. Donations, including food, would be greatly appreciated.
The hope is that food for children under 12 will be free. Negotiations with vendors
are underway.
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2. Thanksgiving Dinner for Seniors: Plans are underway to provide Thanksgiving
Dinner for seniors free of charge. Donations are appreciated.

3. Christmas Dinner for Seniors at Julie Collins Museum: Iast year the Museum
and Councilwomen provided dinner for approximately 50 seniors, with costs shared.
The hope is that more seniors can and will be invited to the event.

4. Library: Councilwomen Taylor reintroduced the topic first discussed last month’s
meeting noting that, given current student scores and with other medical facilities
nearby, priority need be given to establishing an education center for students. She
had suggested sharing space with the already approved medical facility in the Boykin
Community Center. The Councilwomen further commented that she had met with
City Manager Jim Buston regarding the topic. Subsequently, he provided her with a
draft plan titled Boykin/Donahue Campus - Concept Plan # 2 (attached, 2 pp.). The
proposed plan is further identified as Ttem # 17 in the Legend.

5. African American Museum: Councilwomen Taylor updated those in attendance on
the establishment of an African American history museum commenting that the
search for a suitable place is ongoing. Mr. Lindbergh Jackson commented that the
African American history dates to 1619 when 20 slaves deboarded a slave ship in
Virginia. He referenced a New York Times article by Ms. Nicole Jones titled The
1620 Program. 1t and others are viewable on several YouTube, among others. M.
Jackson further commented that he had met with Auburn City School Superintendent
and encouraged her to use an existing high school curriculum on the history of the
African American experience to school children [See Mr. Jackson for a copy].

6. Ward 1 Neighborhood Student Cookout: Councilwomen Taylor is planning a
ward/neighborhood cookout with the intention of getting to know student
constituents. Date, place and time will be announced later. Participation is
encouraged; volunteers, and donations are appreciated.

7. Team Reports: Mr. Herb Denmark representing the Voter Registration team
reported that he has contacted the Lee County Voters League regarding coordinating
voter registration efforts with the Task Force.

C. Speakers:

1. State Representative District 82 - Ms. Pebblin Warren:
Representative Warren commented that while municipalities have Home Rule and
counties do not; hence, much of the State’s time is spent on county- and state-wide
issues. She provided a sampling of legislation approved this past session. The State
passed a 10-cent gas tax that will be implemented over a three-year period, with the

first phase going into effect July 1, 2019. Representative Warren serves on both the
Black and Democratic caucuses. Medicaid is a big issue. The Department of
Corrections is another big issue. Currently, the Department faces numerous
lawsuits, with the Federal Government threatening a takeover of the system. A
concern with a takeover is the possibility of prematurely releasing many prisoners.
Governor Ivey is attempting to solve the problem by building new prisons, but
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funding is a real challenge. Mental illness is another problem; the term includes drug
addiction. According to Representative Warren, money is available for Youth
Enrichment Programs; the problem is the program is underutilized (reference was
made to Item A.4 above as a possible candidate for currently unallocated funds).
Lastly, Gerrymandering continues to be a significant issue, both locally and
nationally. She cautioned drivers to be aware of the new law that limits the length of
time a driver may drive on the left lane of a four-lane road without being ticketed; the
left lane is intended to be a passing lane. Representative Warren encouraged
everyone to complete the Census 2020 form. Lastly, she commented that some form
of gun legislation is needed to discourage future gun violence.

. Reverend Satch (Satch Tech Construction and Training):

Rev Satch owns and operates a training and construction firm in Tuskegee. The
major thrust of his presentation was to find ways for teenagers and adults to take out
their aggression through other than the use of guns. One solution: job training and
gainful employment. Another alternative for resolving differences is through the old-
fashioned method of putting on the boxing gloves and letting guys go at each other in
a controlled, supervised environment - the ring. It lets both sides feel the pain yet
tends to be relatively temporary in nature. As a trainer and contractor, Rev. Satch has
used both method with success.

. Ms. Yolanda Fears- A Census Report:

Ms. Fears commented that the Census is taken once every 10 years. It’s critical that
every person be counted. It funds food, health, housing, transportation, medical,
education, recreation, senior citizens, disaster relief, and many other programs.
Without an accurate account of Alabamians, the State will lose funding for many
needed, worthwhile programs and projects. Ms. Fears noted that Census survey will
be issued April 1, 2020. Assistance is available to those people unable to complete
the forms on their own. She commented that part-time positions in the range of $13 -
$15/hour are available for qualified applicants and stressed the importance of
answering the door when Census takers arrive in the neighborhood. Also, she urged
everyone to request their pastor to make an announcement of the importance of
completing the Census forms and of census takers arriving in parishioners’
neighborhoods. It should be noted that Census information is considered confidential
for a period of 72 years. Also, in the absence of any other document (e.g., in the case

of a natural disaster, etc.), a person may call upon the Census Bureau for select
documentation verifying a person’s personal information such as age. Lastly, except

for U.S. Senate seats, the Census information is used to determine the number and
geographic area representation of both State and congressional members. (Flyer
distributed, 1 page).
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4. Mr. Troy Booth, BNB & Associates, LLC:
Mr. Booth is a real estate and mortgage broker offering a full range of affordable
housing services, including listing, financing, and construction services. (Contact
information: Phone: 877.846.6307; www.bnb-associatesllc.com). Mr. Booth has
been working in the Jetter, Carver and other areas of Opelika providing affordable
housing in part through a grant program sponsored by the City of Opelika. Mr. Booth
commented that for all intents and purposes there are three components that must be
looked at when evaluating a project. They are land, structure, and financing costs.
BNB attempts to work in all three areas: i.e., buying the land, construction the homes,
and providing reasonable financing. Mr. Jackson commented that land prices are the
key variable differentiating Auburn from Opelika, and until that’s addressed building
affordable housing will remain a challenge.

I ADJOURNMENT: Councilwomen Taylor adjourned the meeting circa 8:00 p.m. CDT.

Next Meeting: Tuesday, October 8, 2019, beginning at 6:00 p.m.
at the Boykin Community Center.

END OF SUMMARIES

Summary by Bruno Ulrich
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CENSUS 101: WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW

The 2020/Census is closer than you think!
Here's a quick refresher of what it is and v hy it's essential that everyone is courted.

Everyone
counts.

The census counts
every person living
inthe U.S. once, only
once, and in the
right place.

It’s about fair
representation.

Every 10 years, the results
of the census are used to
reapportion the House of
Representatives,
determining how many
seats each state gets.

It’s in the . .
Constitution. } ’ l f

The U.S. Constitution requires a census
every 10 years. The census covers the

entire country and everyone living here.
The first census was in 1790.

It means
$675 billion.
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Census data
determine how
more than $675
billicn are spent,
supporting your
state, county and
community’s vital
programs.

It’s about
redistricting.

After each census, state officials use the
results to redraw the boundaries of their
congressional and state legislative districts,
adapting to population shifts.

Taking part is
your civic duty. f\\/%

Completing the census is required: / /
it's a way to participate in our
dermnocracy and say "l COUNT!"




